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TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON
UNIFORM STATE LAWS
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts:—
The Commissioners on Uniform State Laws for the year ending November
30, 1933, have been Hollis R. Bailey, Chairman and Secretary, Joseph F.
O'Connell and Prof. James M. Landis.
Mr. Bailey by successive re-appointments has held office since 1908. Mr.
O'Connell by successive re-appointments has held office since 1914. Professor
Landis was appointed in 1931. Professor Landis was recently appointed by the
President of the United States to hold an important Federal office and has or
soon will tender his resignation as one of the Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws in Massachusetts.
At a meeting of the Board in November, 1933, Hollis R. Bailey was again
elected Chairman and Secretary.
ENACTMENT OF UNIFORM LAWS
In December, 1933, the Commissioners in their annual report recommended
the enactment of four of the proposed Uniform Laws viz:
—
1. The Uniform Machine Gun Act.
2. The Uniform Criminal Extradition Act.
3. The Uniform Narcotic Drugs Act.
4. The Uniform Written Obligations Act.
The Uniform Narcotic Drugs Act was referred to the Committee on
Public Health as House Bill 151. The other three of the above named
proposed acts were referred to the Judiciary Committee.
The Commissioners and others appeared before said Committees and spoke
in favor of the enactment of said laws. There was some opposition manifested
to the enactment of the Machine Gun Act, the Criminal Extradition Act and
the Narcotic Drugs Act and said Committees in each case reported adversely.
ANNUAL MEETING OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE
The forty-third annual meeting of the National Conference of Com-
missioners on Uniform State Laws was held at Grand Rapids, Michigan,
beginning August 22 and continuing to August 28. More than thirty States
and jurisdictions were represented by their Commissioners. Mr. Bailey and
Mr. O'Connell represented Massachusetts. Various suggestions for changes in
the Uniform Machine Gun Act as approved by the Conference at Washington,
D. C. in 1932 were considered and it was voted to reaffirm the Act as approved
in 1932 and that no changes in the wording were necessary.
The Conferemce
(
also considered various amendments which were recom-
mended to the Uniform Stock Transfer Act which was approved in 1909 and
afterwards adopted in twenty-three States. Some of the proposed amendments
were found to have some merit but the Conference decided not to recommend
any changes at this time.
The Uniform Agricultural Co-operative Association Act was discussed at
some length but the Act was not finally approved.
Various amendments to the Uniform Negotiable Instruments Act were
considered but no final action was taken thereon.
The Uniform Foreign Corporation Act was thoroughly discussed, some
changes were made in it, and it was then tentatively approved. Final action
on it, however, was deferred until the 1934 annual meeting of the Conference.
A number of other Acts, including the Uniform Trust Administration Act
and the Uniform Trustees' Accounting Act, were considered and held for future
action.
The Uniform Bank Collection Act was discussed but final action was
postponed.
The eighth tentative draft of a Uniform Trust Receipts Act was finally
approved and recommended for adoption by all the States.
This was the only Uniform Act finally approved by the Conference at
Grand Rapids.
OFFICERS ELECTED
The Hon. William M. Hargest was re-elected as President.
The Hon. John H. Voorhees of South Dakota was re-elected as Secretary.
Bruce W. Sanborn, Esq., of St. Paul, Minnesota, was re-elected as
Treasurer.
Joseph F. O'Connell, Esq., of Massachusetts, was re-elected a member of
the Executive Committee.
Prof. James M. Landis was continued as a member of the Committee on
Compacts and Agreements between States, and
Hollis R. Bailey was continued as a member of the Social Welfare Acts
Section.
UNIFORM LAWS RECOMMENDED
The Commissioners in Massachusetts recommend to the Legislature which
is to meet in Massachusetts in 1934 the enactment of the following:
—
1. The Uniform Machine Gun Act.
2. The Uniform Criminal Extradition Act.
3. The Uniform Narcotic Drug Act.
These are three of the Acts which were recommended in Massachusetts
last year.
Since last year the demand for the Machine Gun Act has very greatly
increased. The growing use of machine guns by criminals in all parts of the
country has made it evident that this law is greatly needed.
The Uniform Written Obligations Act is not immediately needed and we
do not press for its adoption in 1934.
During 1933 the attention of the public to criminal extradition has been
called by the Insull case and by other cases where justice has been defeated by
the going away out of the State of alleged criminals.
The Uniform Criminal Extradition Act has been enacted in at least
seven States.
The Fire Arms Act approved by the Conference in 1930 has been enacted
in at least eight States.
The Narcotic Drug Act is greatly needed in order to secure the proper
enforcement of the law in the different States. The improper use of narcotic
drugs is increasing and is receiving world wide attention and the need of t^.?
uniform law is constantly increasing.
Financial Statement
Amount of Appropriation $627.00
Expenses
Dec. 7, 1932 Clerical Services 27.00
Mar. 22, 1933 Jos. F. O'Connell, traveling and other expenses 194.83
May 31, 1933 Bruce W. Sanborn, Treas., National Conference,
contribution 100.00
June 14, 1933 Printing Annual Report 8.85
Aug. 30, 1933 Hollis R. Bailey, traveling and other expenses 146.35
Sep. 27, 1933 Jos. F. O'Connell, traveling and other expenses 136.55
$613.58
Respectfully submitted,
HOLLIS R. BAILEY
JOSEPH F. O'CONNELL
Commisioners
